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13.—Weighted Index Numbers of Mining Stocks, by Months, 1929-1934,
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Section 4.—Prices of Services.

A study of the prices of services sheds considerable light on the cost of
living as such services are a considerable item in the average family budget.
Information with regard to the trend of street car fares, of rates for manu-
factured and natural fuel gas, of domestic electric light rates and of telephone
charges was published on pp. 8014 of the 1927-28 Year Book, Later infarma-
tion shows that the prices of manufactured fuel gas have shown a dowe-
ward tendency, the Dominion index number for 1929 being 97-8, as compared
with 100-0 in 1926, The index number of the price of natural fuel gas also
declined from 100-0 in 1926 to 92-3 in 1929. On the other hand, telephone rates
have shown a distinet inerease, the Dominion index numbBer for domestic tele-
phone rates having risen from 100-0 in 1926 to 107-2 in 1929. Again, the busi-
ness telephone rate has risen from 100-0 in 1926 to 118-2 in 1920, Additional
information and details by provinces will be found on pp. 202-12 of the Bureau
of Statistics’ Annual Report on Prices and Price Indexes, 1913-29.

Hospital Charges.—In view of discussions of the increased cost entailed by
illness and hospital treatment, special investigations of hospital charges are now
made annually and the results are given as Dominion averages in the following
table. In general, this shows that hospital charges have increased approximately
90 p.c. since 1913, except for operating room charges, which have increased only
about 60 p.c. At the same time, the cost of maintaining patients in hospitals
has increased by about 110 p.c. Since the general cost of living in Canada has



